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Politically Sensitiy

By Jaex Taylor
Btait TWritar

WASHINGTON For the last cigoht
months, sensitive U.S. intelligence infnr:na-
tion has been handled under 2 new and unu-.
ilé;l system that ?{tectively cuts off most

_.gress.ional, military and other govern-:
ment oificials, seurces familiar with the sys-
tem told The Daily Oklahoman Friday.
W’;I;h:ecr;zg security classificaticn system

© etly ordered by President Carter on
Jan. 7. It installed a ciassification called
“Royal” above the previous highest classifi-
cation, “Top Secret,” the sources said.

The "Royal” systern is considered highly
unusual by the intelligence community be-
cause it is vague and gensral in scope and is
not associated with protecting sensitive
f_oo“l'ces or particularly sensitive informa-
ion.

The five sources, all of whom deal with ex-
t_rgmel:v sensitive .intelligence oir a daily ba-
sis, contend the “Royal" classification is in-
tended primarily to protect only politically
sensitive information.

The real effect, the {ive sources contend, is
protecting President Carter frem potential
embarrassment.

However, an administration official said
Friday, “Those allegations are totally false.”

The otficial denied that “Rayal” is in use,
saying it is part of a classification system
:E'Et has not yet been implemented by the
government.

“It’s part of a new and still un-impleme.nt-
ed system for handling extremely sensitxye
classified information,’” the official said.
“Within that system, ‘Royal’ is only one of
many designations.” .

The five sources say the type of intelli-
gence classlified in “'Royal” is sometimes of
more significance from a political than an
intelligence viewpoint. -

_For example, some intercepted diplomatic
eable traffic among Libyan diplomats was

iven the “Royal” treatment — including
given Y 1 ed the
the cable in which the Libyans describe
President’s brotber, Billy, as “our agent of

ce-" -
ingltxfx:r information classitied “Royal,” a’:{’
therefore restricted to only a handful of ofli-
cials in government, according to the sourc- '
s, has included: ) !
es,ll Reports surfacing early this year, sup-
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within the intelligence
ed tests in November of !
administration stiil has,
reports, '
potential violation of

treaties.

Soviet invasion of Af-
tration had received its

small units of Soviet
enough troops to call it"
stitutionalize this sort

information, so it’ can
resirictive that even

sent to only 100 key in-

void of meaningful in-

“lifeless.” ;

s¢ gzrrel that maay

miltacy officers gad
cret” clearances don't
an Hlinois Republican
year, was surprised

community, that the So-|
a new surface-to-air|
have become an issue in
both the Anti-Rallistic
~— The more signifi-
ghanistan, including de-
first intelligence, based
trocps, weeks bafore the |
an invasion.
of thing,”” one source
never become an issue.”
the National Intelli-
dividuals in govern-
formation — or, as one
- The very exis{encé.“of
mombors 27 SOnarass,
other govermment Gifi-
even know it exists.
who was ab early presi-
when asked about it Fri-

2

pressed for two mo’n'ths'
viet Union had conduct-.
missile, the SA-10. The |
not acknowledged the'
though they:
Congress because of the
Missile and SALT I
cant reports about the
tails that the adminis-
on deployment of initial
actual infusion  of !
"“All ‘Royzi does is in-
said. "Nobody sces the
The new system is so
gence Daily, 2 summary
ment, has become de-
senator put it privately,
the “Royal” system is
t
cials who have *Top Se-
*.Rep. Philip M. Crane,
dential candidate this’
day.

‘and House lntelligence

® “I've nevér heard Wl
it,” he ‘said. “But ir's
certainly intriguing ang
1 intend to find out
about {t.". .

Onty eizht members,
of Congress — four srit-,
ators and four congress-
men — have been given
access to “Royal.infor-
mation. -

I the Senatle, they !
are Sen, Birch Bayh, D~ |
Ind.; Sen. Barry Goldwa- |
ter, R-Ariz.; Sea. How-
ard Baker, R<Tenu., and
Sen. Rgbert ‘Byrd, D-
LA S .
.- The only congression-
al sta?f mambers given .
Access ara the staif ai-
recters ol the Senate

.committees. .
‘ But becaus2 "Royal™:
information is closely-;
held, even the eizht|
members of Congreas
aAre unliikely te be aware
of its dally digest unizss
‘they take the time ic g9
.to intelligence cominlt.
tee offices each day (o2
re>d i, ths sources
sati.

“When you establish
something this restric-
tive, you, in effect, deny
access to the minority
party, which could have
an effect on policy,” one
source said. "Ia fact, it
is agalnst administra-
tion policy which re-
quires making all veri-
fications and SALT vio-
lations available to all'
parties.” : -

Politically sensitive
information such as
some intercepted Lib- @
yan diplomatic cables
concerzing Billy Carter
never geot to Republican
mzmba’s of Cohgrésy
3 . 3

the sources. said, Fe. |
cause ibe eystemn is'®f: .
fechivaly cantrolled ¢byl
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Jtions bayond “Top Se-

rassing information.”

- will appear, publicly at _

.become an issue.

Yoconal gntelligende
itioa is classis
; 2ntial,” “Se-
“Top S2cret”

@ are special:
same .classifica-

communica-
intelligence, satel-
lite photography, intel-
ligence collection
aethoeds and crypto-
‘zraphis technology.
nlike “Royal,“z
which flis the breader|
category of general in-E
telligenca, 211 "‘code
nawes” deal with soure-
es of enllecting informa- |
tien, !

. ]
According te one of :

the sources knowiedge- |
able about “Royal,” !
Zbigoniew Brzezinski,
iha president's national |
security adviser who
persanally picked the .
word “'Royal,” wrote
2" Stanstield Turner, -

dirattor of the CLA, that !
i new system Is de-
sigrad “to protect the
product “regarvdless, of
‘the source. |

“That translates,
said one source “'to p;“ro-
tecting politically seasi®
live, potentially embafs,
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Ostensibly, the soure-
es gald, the.directive
implementinig this Sys.
tem states thas tUig in-
tended to provide selec-
tive key policymakers
wiih advanced intellj-
gance so they can for-
mulate _positions that

Jeast, more timely angd
responsive. should a
subject of the reports
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